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Mount Vernon District Supervisor Gerry Hyland,  Michael M. Skinner,
FCPS Board Chair Dan Storck, state Del. Kris Amundsen and other
guests applaud Mount Vernon High School’s honor graduates.The audience cheers as West Potomac High School Principal Rima

Vesiland presents the Class of 2009.

A Week of Graduations
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More photos, see page 3 More photos, see page 6

By Michael Lee Pope

The Connection

N
ot so fast. That’s what
elected officials and
Mount Vernon residents

told the Virginia Department of
Transportation, which planned to
lower the speed limit on a con-
gested stretch Richmond Highway
from 45 to 35 miles an hour. Sev-
eral legislators said they hadn’t
been informed of the plan, and
that they read about new speed-

speed limits. Mounting opposition
led to a formal letter opposing the
new speed limits Puller wrote
along with Del. Kristen Amundson
(D-44) and Del. Mark Sickles (D-
43) to Transportation Secretary
Pierce Homer. Last week, Homer
relented in the face of sustained
opposition — ending the yearlong
drama.

“We understand that many resi-
dents, community associations,
and the local law enforcement
agency staff are opposed to this

By Gerald A. Fill

The Gazette

F
ormer AARP executive Jeff Reed
has been hired by Mount Vernon
At Home (MVAH) as a full-time ex-
ecutive director. Reed will begin

to expand membership, recruit volunteers,
and look for additional sources of funding
from local, state, and private resources to
finance the anticipated heavy demand for

service by seniors in need of caring, profes-
sional advice and assistance.

According to volunteers surveyed at the
Hollin Hall Senior Center and those con-
tacted in the Fort Hunt community, seniors
are now having an especially tough time
coping with rising property taxes, increases
in health care costs, and declining property
values. Concerned advocates for expanded

New Seniors Group Ready To Deliver Services

The Speed Remains the Same Public outrage over speed-limit
change leads to change in plans.

TRANSPORTATION:
❖ Rides to medical appointments
❖ Rides to shop for food and other needs
❖ Carpools to recreation activities

EDUCATIONAL & CULTURAL:
❖ Lectures and discussion groups on current

events and special interests to seniors
❖ Group visits to museums, musical and theater

performances

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES:
❖ Restaurant outings
❖ Dances
❖ Organize support groups as needed

How MVAH Would Help
MVAH services are projected to include the

following:

HEALTH SERVICES:
❖ Advice about medical visits
❖ Advice about health insurance claims
❖ Information about reliable home health care,

respite care, rehabilitation services, hospice
care, etc.

HOME AND ADMINISTRATIVE ADVICE:
❖ Referrals for reliable home repair,

maintenance, and safety contractors
❖ Advice on paying bills and preparing tax

submissions
❖ Legal advice.
❖ An easily accessible and regularly updated

calendar of activities, and a phone and email
contact person to request help, counseling,
etc., on any matter of concern to the
member.

limit signs being installed in the
Mount Vernon Gazette.

“The least they could have done
was informed the local elected of-
ficials of what they were going to
do so we knew what was happen-
ing when we started getting an-
gry phone calls about this,” said
state Sen. Toddy Puller (D-36).
“That’s just common courtesy.”

The press coverage led to sev-
eral community meetings in which
residents voiced their overwhelm-
ing opposition to the reduced

change,” wrote Homer in a re-
sponse dated June 17. “Based on
this and your recommendations …
we do not plan to proceed with the
change to the speed limit on the

Route One corridor at this time.”

THE STORY OF HOW the speed
limit change was defeated shows

Mount Vernon At Home hires
full-time executive director.
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News

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Gazette

A
ll 20 members of the
Fairfax County
School Board’s Mi-

nority Student Achievement
Oversight Committee en-
dorsed a report that openly
questioned whether the
school system had “aban-
doned” its commitment to
close the achievement gap
between its white and Asian
students and their black and
Hispanic peers.

“I say we will have the traf-
fic problem solved around
here before we close the
achievement gap,” said
Ralph Cooper, the oversight
committee’s chair, at a meet-
ing with school board mem-
bers June 1.

“With all due respect to
you and the Board, we are
still waiting for a compre-
hensive plan,” wrote Cooper
in a letter to school board
chairman Dan Storck
(Mount Vernon).

Cooper was particularly in-
censed that programs his
committee believes help nar-
row the achievement gap
between white/Asian stu-
dents and black/Hispanic
students had been elimi-
nated and merged with oth-
ers during the past two
years.

For example, the school
board voted to merge the
local College Partnership
Program — which helps stu-
dents who the first people in
their family to consider go-
ing on to high education —
with a similar program
called AVID, thereby reduc-
ing the overall amount of
funds devoted to these types

of efforts.
Fairfax County has also re-

duced funding for the QUEST
program, which provides at-risk
populations with academic en-
richment and preparation for
the entrance exam at Thomas
Jefferson School for Science
and Technology.

“The community gets upset
because we have very few pro-
grams and every one of them
was targets for cuts. … It
doesn’t seem like the same
types of programs for [gifted
and talented] students are get-
ting the same level of scrutiny,”
said Cooper.

SCHOOL BOARD members
disputed the oversight
committee’s claims and said
Fairfax County has made strides
in closing the achievement gap.

Over the past four years, the
gap between white students
and black students on the state
reading exam has shrunk ap-
proximately 24 percent, from
21 points to 16 points on a 100
point scale. In the same time

period, the gap between
white students and Hispanic
students had shrunk ap-
proximately 33 percent,
from 18 points to 12 points.

“Fairfax County Public
Schools (FCPS) has not ‘ef-
fectively abandoned’ our ini-
tiatives for closing the
achievement gap. I cannot
ever imagine doing so until
it is eliminated,” wrote
Storck in a letter to Cooper.

“We are performing as a
school system at the highest
level we have ever performed.
We are doing tremendous
work,” said former school board
member Phil Niedzielski-
Eichner (Providence).

In his letter, Storck wrote that
many of the schools’ specialty
programs had to be cut because
the school system saw a general
growth in its operating ex-
penses but no increase in its
funding from Fairfax County.

“As a school board and staff,
we are focused on achieving
results rather than maintaining
existing programs,” wrote
Storck in the letter.

THOUGH positive results have
been seen in overall test scores,
students who are black and His-
panic are still underrepresented
in Fairfax County’s advanced
academic programs.

Effort to close
achievement gap
“abandoned?”

Budget Cuts Hit
Minority Students

See Board,  Page 6

“I say we will have
the traffic problem
solved around here
before we close the
achievement gap.”

— Ralph Cooper

West Potomac Students Graduate

Senior Class
Officers:
President
Mariya Ilyas,
Vice President
Courtney
Walker, Trea-
surer Rashida
Moore, Secre-
tary Tina
Svalina, Class
Representative
Abderrahmen
and Senior
Class Sponsor
Denise Oseni.

Retiring WPHS Principal
Rima Vesiland.

Class Vice President Courtney Walker
congratulates Class President Mariya
Ilyas. Ilyas received the 2009 Outstanding
Student Award.

Guest speaker Tina Svalina.

Class Vice President Courtney Walker
presents the 2009 Faculty Award to
Jeffrey Feinstein.

Photos by

Louise Krafft/

Gazette

Garry Relton
performed as
soloist with the
members of the
WPHS Music
Department
singing “You
Raise Me Up” by
Simon and
Garfunkel,
arranged by
Kirby Shaw.
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Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com,Realtors®

Visit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New PropertiesVisit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New Properties

Alexandria $674,900
Character & Charm mark this ‘Beverley Hills home w/3
bedrms, 2 baths & porch on upper level.  Wood burning
fireplace in living rm, kitchen w/butler’s pantry & sunny
sunroom/family rm addition opening to a patio and huge
fenced backyard.  Finished LL w/ rec rm, storage & garage.

3306 Old Dominion Blvd.
Carlene Bahler 703-338-6636

Diann Hicks  703-628-2440

Alex/Rosemont
$539,000

Price & Location!
Lovely 2 bedrm, 2 bath
home w/3 finished
levels located just one
block to King Street
Metro & backs to a
park! Updated & freshly
painted w/deep back
yard, patio & 2 off
street parking spaces!
15 E. Rosemont

Avenue
Christine Garner

703-587-4855

Alexandria $649,000
Brick Colonial on 1/3 acre w/garage, 5 bedrms &
3.5 baths. Arge rms, French doors to deck,
country kitchen w/SS appliances & ceramic tile.
Newly remodeled baths.

919 Kemper Street
Mary Smith  703-626-9207

Alexandria $495,000
Simplify your life w/a cute cottage in the woods completely
renovated to save you time & money. Just move in & relax.
Open floor plan lets you decide how to use your space. Three
bedrms & 2 baths. Walk to library, farmers market & shopping!

7716 Frances Drive
Joni Koons 703-2097277 • Greg Koons 703-209-7678
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Alex/Del Ray  $749,000
Great opportunity for a spacious 4 bedrm, 3.5 bath
brick home w/4 finished levels & off street parking
in Del Ray! Blocks to shops & restaurants on “The
Avenue”. Convenient to metro.

3 East Bellefonte Avenue
Christine Garner  703-587-4855

Alexandria  $625,000
Fabulous TH w/garage & 2 master suites.  Eat-in kitchen,
separate dining rm, living rm w/fireplace on main level. LL
study/den & separate mud rm. Custom details thru-out.

1341 Argall Place
Gary Chute 703-371-9925

Alex/Old Town
$949,000

Fabulous 4 bedrm,
3.55 bath TH w/3450
SF of living space.
Open floor plan
includes 10’ ceilings,
3 sided fireplace &
upper lvl laundry.
Roof deck & 2 car
garage. Community
amenities include
pool, tot lots, fitness
center & party rm.

716 Day Lane
Shannon
Lombardi

703-855-1546

Alex/Del Ray
$449,000

Spacious updated
Del Ray Duplex
w/2 bedrms, 1.5
baths & decorator
colors thru-out.
Wood burning
fireplace, granite
& SS in kitchen,
deck for summer
BBQs , ample
storage & off
street parking.

326 Laverne
Avenue

Bobi Bomar
703-927-2213

Alexandria  $234,000
Fantastic 1 bedrm, 1 bath, 826 SF plus 1 garage
space. Upgraded w/new kitchen cabinets, new
appliances, new ceramic floor & upgraded bath.
W/D in unit. Fireplace, Master has HUGE walk-in.
Private balcony. Nice & quiet location.

3311 Wyndham Circle #3200
Julie Hall  703-786-3634

Alexandria $925,000
What an opportunity! This lovely home is so much bigger than it
looks from the street. With 4 HUGE bedrms and all have private
access to baths. There is a delightful sunroom, pool, fully
finished LL w/ 2 walk-out doors & loads of space for recreation.

1300 Janneys Lane
Julie Hall  703-786-3634

Sue Feinthel  703-819-1964

Alex/Old
Town

$850,000
Circa 1920,
and
renovated to
2009! This
gorgeous
home is
perfect w/3
finished
levels.
426 Wolfe

Street
Diann
Hicks

703-628-2440
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Alex/Old Town  $775,000
2 master suites plus kitchen/family room combination
make this home ideal! Walk to cafes & metro!

809 S. Columbus Street
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For more information:
www.RexReiley.com

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Alex./Mount Vernon $529,900
9326 Craig Avenue

Large brick 5 BR, 3 BA split w/2-car
garage on a .4 acre lot in lovely Mt.
Vernon area w/lots of trees.  2 fire-
places, energy efficient replacement
windows, beautiful refinished hdwd
floors on main level, new carpeting,
landscaped fenced rear lot w/huge

deck off sunroom addition, freshly painted interior & exterior.
Superbly priced so renovate kitchen/baths to your desire. Easy
commute to Ft. Belvoir, Alex, Old Town, D.C./Pentagon.

Alex./Riverwood SOLD
9301 Old Mansion Road

Stunning Southern Colonial on quiet
wooded cul-de-sac backing to historical
Mt. Vernon Estate! Coveted waterfront
community, Riverwood is bordered by Mt.
Vernon Estate, Potomac River & prestig-
ious Washington Woods. Meticulous, sin-

gle family home offers 4BRs, 2.5BAs, family rm w/FPL off lg eat-in kitchen,
spacious 2 car garage & lg  bsmt. Just completed –refinish hdwd floors &
repainting interior. You won’t find a better lot & location.  Easy commutes to
Ft. Belvoir, Reagan National Airport, D.C. & the Pentagon.

Alex./Mount Vernon $619,900
9005 Nomini Lane

Large, stately Colonial w/2-car garage
on quiet cul-de-sac. Beautifully updated
kitchen opens to breakfast area & family
room w/fireplace. Gorgeous hdwd
flrs.Huge bedrooms. Spacious master
bedroom w/lg dressing area & walk-in

closet. Private, landscaped backyard w/new exquisite patio-great for enter-
taining. Unfinished basement offers ample storage. Scenic commute along
G.W. Parkway—Ft. Belvoir, Old Town, Ntl. Airport, D.C. & Pentagon.

which can be finished off or left as a workshop/storage area.  Just
down the street from Ft. Hunt Elem.  Minutes to Ft. Belvoir &
Huntington Metro.

Alex./Stratford $559,900
 8716 Linton Lane

Lovely 4BR, 2.5 BA Colonial w/brick
front & carport. Very competitively
priced in mid 500s. This is not a
short sale or bank owned.  Family
room w/fireplace off the kitchen.
Hardwood floors on the main & upper
levels w/partial, unfinished basement

S
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is.  3 minutes to Ft. Belvoir, 15 minutes to Metro and Old Town,
Alex.  Short Sale, subject to third party approval.

Alex/Woodlawn Terrace
$239,900

8214 Ackley Street
Charming Cape Cod on a large,
fenced .25 acre lot.  Beautifully
updated kitchen and baths.  Nice
addition with family room and work-
shop.  Shows very well. Sold as

Alex./Hollin Hall Village $375,000
2100 Shenandoah Road

Lovely, updated 2 BR+Den
Rambler on a large beautiful Hollin
Hall lot—Numerous updates:
kitchen w/C.T. floor, cherry cabi-
nets & granite counters—Newer
roof & plumbing, replacement win-

dows & an updated bath—Private, fenced, beautiful garden
patio. Waynewood Elementary, easy commutes to Old Town, Ft.
Belvoir, National Airport, Pentagon and D.C.

U
N
D
E
R

C
O
N
TR

A
C
T

Alex/Mount Vernon  $539,900
9413 Forest Haven

Lovely, renovated, 4BR, 3BA Rambler on a
huge .59 acre private & wooded lot.
Prestigious Yacht Haven Estates is a pre-
miere waterfront community w/one of the
finest marinas in N. VA.  3000 sq.ft. ram-
bler w/updated kitchen & baths, refinished

hdwd floors on main level & new ceramic tile floor & carpet in lower lvl. Freshly
painted interior& exterior. This is a finely polished pearl! 5 minutes to Ft.
Belvoir, 15 minutes to Alex, 25-30 minutes to Nat’l Airport, Pentagon or D.C.
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News

From Page 1

See Help,  Page 5

services for seniors say that the appointment of a
full-time executive by the new service organization
is very good news. After two years of planning and
fund-raising, MVAH is ready to open its doors and
begin helping needy senior citizens who wish to con-
tinue to live at home and within the community.

Reed is characterized by President of MVAH Mary-
Carroll Potter as someone with “marketing and stra-
tegic planning experience that will be tremendous
assets” to the organization. According to Potter,
Reed’s first priority will be to “focus on reaching our
membership targets through an area-wide member-
ship campaign.” His background includes award-win-
ning accomplishments with AARP and work in mar-
keting and business development.

WHEN FULLY OPERATIONAL — projected to be
next October, — the MVAH will partner with exist-
ing governmental and private resources to provide
its paying members with volunteer assistance, sup-
portive services, and a variety of cultural and educa-
tional events.

MVAH is modeled after similar grass-roots “vil-
lages” performing services for senior populations in
Boston, Mass. (Beacon Hill Village), Connecticut, and
in Washington, D.C. As part of their research and
planning, MVAH leadership visited each of the se-
nior “village” type organizations operating in these
cities.

The Hollin Hall Senior Center currently has 1,800
senior registrants according to
Director Julie Ellis — one in-
dicator of the demand for se-
nior support services in the
Mt. Vernon area. Potter points
to estimates that there are
approximately 9,000 people
living in the Mt. Vernon area
over 65, and many “boomers”
— 55 and over —who may
soon be planning on retiring.
Referring to an AARP report,
Potter said that fully 89 per-
cent of seniors surveyed do
not want to move into retire-
ment homes but prefer to stay
in their own homes and com-
munities as long as possible.
The 2000 Census revealed
that there is a larger per-capita
population of seniors living in
Mt. Vernon than other jurisdic-
tions in Fairfax County.

In a wide-ranging interview,
President Mary-Carroll Potter had this
to say about MVAH:

Question: What do you believe will
initially be the most widely used services
of your members?

Answer: We expect that the social
programs and transportation services
will be of most interest, though MVAH
will respond to every request the mem-
ber makes.

Q: During this past year what were
the key issues you had to overcome to
get to this point in the development of
MVAH?

A: Although we worked on many
policy and procedural issues, the key
issue was to raise sufficient funds to hire
the executive director.

Q&A

mately $66 per month) for a household
of two or more.

Q: What kind of assistance has
Fairfax County provided during the de-
velopment of MVAH?

A: Julie Ellis, the director of the
County’s Hollin Hall Senior Center, has
on numerous occasions provided space

for meetings and seminars, and is a
source of valuable information. The
Fairfax Area Agency on Aging has pro-
vided us with opportunities to speak at
their conferences and has provided in-
valuable information. Supervisor Gerry
Hyland has been very supportive and
has spoken at our area-wide meetings in
2007 and 2008.

Q: What else would you like to say
about MVAH?

A: As a president of another similar
private non-profit organization wisely
said, “This is about helping ourselves. It
means, don’t feel sorry for yourself get-
ting old! Get off your duff and do
something about it.” We don’t want to
sit back and complain. We want to do
something about it — which translates
into helping seniors live safely, happily,
and independently in their neighbor-
hood homes as long as they desire.

Mary-Carroll
Potter

More
CONTACT INFORMATION:
Web site: www.mountvernonathome.org
Email: JeffReed@mountvernonathome.org
Email: info@mountvernonathome.org
Mail: MVAH, P. O. Box 7493, Alexandria

VA 22307
Telephone: 703-768-6590

The MVAH Service Area by Zip Codes
includes 22306, 22307, 22308 and 22309
— a 14-square-mile area in eastern
Fairfax County. MVAH is bounded on the
north by the Alexandria city boundary
line; on the south by Mt. Vernon and
Dogue Creek; on the east by the Potomac
river; on the west by U.S. Route 1. The
Montebello apartment complex on Mt.
Eagle drive west of U.S. Route 1 is also
included in the service area.

MVAH is recognized by the IRS as a
501(c)3 organization. Donations to
Mount Vernon At Home are tax exempt.

RECOGNIZING this demographic trend, Fairfax
County has contributed to the ever-expanding needs
of seniors by funding various community and recre-
ational programs and staffing for the county com-
munity center on Route 1 and the Gum Springs Com-
munity Center, in addition to the Hollin Hall Senior
Center.

Despite these efforts the founders of MVAH never-
theless believed that if seniors were to remain safely
and comfortably in their homes for a sustained pe-
riod of time, a new neighbor-to-neighbor type vol-
unteer-based organization was needed to partner
with and complement existing county and private

resources. Whereas in years
past the extended family was
available to provide this help,
this is no longer always avail-
able and county and private
services are moving to fill the
gap if seniors are going to re-
alize their desire for indepen-
dence.

Potter pointed out that it
was the goal of MVAH to “help
seniors live full and active
lives …. We will support a cul-
ture of volunteerism, and I am
sure we will find that many
members will enjoy sharing
their knowledge, skills, and
abilities with each other. I per-
sonally have lived in a huge
family and that is what we are
doing with this effort; to build

Mary-Carroll Potter and Hollin Hall
Senior Center director Julie Ellis at the
Senior Center on Shenandoah Road in
Hollin Hall.

Group Hires Executive Director
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Q: What will it
cost annually to
be a member and
eligible for a full
range of services?

A: Membership
dues have been
set at the annual
fee of $550 (ap-
proximately $45
per month) for a
single person, and
$800 (approxi-
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From Page 3

News

Board Effort To Close Achievement Gap ‘Abandoned?’
According to the committee’s report,

596 students, about 2.7 percent, of stu-
dents who are Hispanic participated in
“school-based” gifted and talented pro-
grams. Among students who are black,
466, or 3.8 percent, participated in
“school-based” gifted and talented pro-
grams.

Currently, Fairfax County Public Schools
population is about 48 percent white, 18
percent Asian, 17 percent Hispanic and 11
percent black. In 1999, the school system
was 59 percent white, 15 percent Asian, 12
percent Hispanic and 11 percent black.

The percentage of black and Hispanic stu-
dents who are enrolled in these gifted and
talented programs has actually doubled
over the past four years. However, the over-

all growth of these programs — and there-
fore the growth of white and Asian student
enrollment — has significantly outpaced
that of black and Hispanic students, increas-
ing 159 percent during the same time pe-
riod.

When it comes to enrollment at Thomas
Jefferson, the county’s premiere magnet
program, students who are black and His-
panic have actually lost ground.

Only 14 black and Hispanic students
were offered a spot at Thomas Jefferson
this year, compared to 31 in 2004 and
51 and 1991.

This is in spite of the fact that students
who are Hispanic represent a larger share
of the population now than they have in
the past.  Over the past decade, the per-
centage of students who are black has
remained relatively the same.

Wyatt Carpenter proceeds to the stage to re-
ceive his diploma.  Wyatt is the generation in
his family to graduate from Mt. Vernon High
School preceded by his dad, Larry and his
grandmother.  Wyatt’s mother also graduated
from Mount Vernon.

U.S. District Judge Gerald Bruce Lee delivers
the commencement address to the graduates.

Chelsea Lynn Anderson and Mary June Ruth
Arcand cheer on their classmates as the names
are called.

Class salutatorian gets
a warm greeting from
Principal Nardos King
on receiving his di-
ploma.

By Kristen McCarthy

The Gazette

A
 range of emotions filled the Michael M.
Skinner field house at Mount Vernon High
School’s graduation. Cameras were flash
ing and smiles were beaming on the

graduates’ faces.
Three-hundred and fifty-six students received their

diplomas. In his speech, Jared Cunningham, the class
president, compared graduation to a Will Smith
movie, “Graduation is just like a Will Smith movie.
You know exactly what’s going to happen, but you’re
still going to cry.” He reminisced about the good times
he experienced while attending Mount Vernon, from
practicing for the school talent show to just spend-
ing time with his friends. Cunningham ended his
speech with, “Some of you I have never met, but we
can change that, thanks to the brilliance of
facebook.com.”

Ten Honor Graduates were then recognized for
their outstanding academic achievements and were
presented with a medal. They were Stefanie Lynn
Bannon, Maggie Chaing, the valedictorian, Jared
Burrell Cunningham, Chadwick Edward Eason, the
salutatorian, Nimrah Abad Khan, Priyen Jayantibhai
Patel, Evan Matthew Pearce, Nola Marie Savage,
Emma Kate Stotz and Amanda Leah Swithenbank.

Chaing delivered the valedictorian speech, noting
how this day was filled with mixed emotions along
the idea of moving past high school and beginning a
new chapter. “To most, this day is bittersweet,” said
Chaing. “We’ve been preparing for this moment for
13 years. We’re ready!”

Judge Gerald Bruce Lee, a member of the U.S. Dis-

trict Court of the Eastern District
of Virginia, gave the commence-
ment address. He spoke about his
time growing up in southeast
Washington D.C. and his determi-
nation to work to the place where
he is today. He attended Ameri-
can University where he received
a degree in communications; he
was the first person in his family
to go to college. Lee then pursued
a degree in law. He was elected
to the Fairfax Circuit Court in
1992. Passion, persistence and de-
termination were the three elements of success, he
said. “Define your own commitments,” said Lee. He
also spoke about the importance of defining a sense
of self to help one determine the path that they will
take: “What really matters is that you know who you
are and whose you are.” Lee also focused on the im-
portance of helping one another and giving back to
society. “Nobody can do everything, but everyone can
do something,” he said.

After the ceremony, the graduates, their families
and friends gathered outside of the school for pic-
tures. “It’s amazing. I feel so relieved. It’s pretty good
for the next few weeks until I have to go to college
orientation,” said 2009 graduate Anna Krashevski,
when asked how it felt to now be a graduate.

Faculty members waited outside to congratulate
the students and to send them off on their way to
their future endeavors. “I think they [the class of
2009] are a dynamic group and like the speaker said,
I know there will be many everyday heroes,” said
Kimberly Culp, a member of Mount Vernon’s faculty
who teaches ESOL and is the co-sponsor of Its Aca-
demic.

356 receive their diplomas.

A Major Graduation

Jordan DePriest
and Elizabeth
Badley show off
the leis that
Badley, who is
from Hawaii,
made for
graduation.

Sisters Zsazsa Valdez, graduate Hylene Valdez, Paula
Valdez and Venus Valdez gather outside after the cer-
emony.

Photos by Kristen McCarthy/Gazette
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Jefferson Funeral Chapel

703-971-7400

Please call for your free brochure
at no obligation to you.

5755 Castlewellan Drive, Alexandria, VA 22315

Funeral & Cremation
Services

• Local Family OwnedOperated.
• Convenient to Neighborhoods.
• New Facility/ Full Service Funeral Home

 with Traditional Chapel and Large     
 Visitation Rooms.

• Substantial Savings without Sacrificing the 
   Quality of Caring Service.
• Courtliest and Professional Caring Staff.

Mount Vernon
Paint Company
(703) 768-1975

Drop Cloth and
Sanding Sponge

6229 Richmond Hwy

FREE

Per gallon of any
Regal Product

$4.00 OFF

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service - 10am
Inter-generational Sunday School - after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES-BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD

CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI,
SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODEST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM

CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW

CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA
CITADEL ....703-836-2427

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 7)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

To Advertise Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468

News

From Page 5

and sustain the concept of com-
passionate and caring family sup-
port for Mt. Vernon seniors.”

According to Barbara Sullivan,
assistant director of the Paul
Spring Retirement Community,
“The MVAH senior village concept
— including partnering with gov-
ernmental and private organiza-
tions and individuals — has the
potential to provide the kind of

peace of mind that comes with the
assurance that someone is out
there looking after you or your
loved one …. I welcome working
with MVAH to help provide essen-
tial services to our senior popula-
tion in Mt. Vernon.”

Similarly, Ellis, the county’s
long-time senior director of the
Hollin Hall Center, is an enthusi-
astic advocate for partnering with
MVAH.

Help for Seniors
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Opinion

This is a month filled with graduations and
graduation messages. Last month the speech for
graduates at my daughter’s Earlham College struck me
as one of the best. Here, squeezed to less than 20
percent of its original, are excerpts from the Baccalau-
reate address by Chuck Yates, professor of history.

—Mary Kimm

N
UMBER TEN: Figure out what
you like to do and then find
someone who’ll pay you to do it.
But don’t go where the money is

good; go where the work is good, where the
good comes from the difference the work
makes in your life and the lives of others.

NUMBER NINE: Get to know the locals. Re-
member: they live here; they know how the
system works here; they know who the mov-
ers and shakers are. The locals are your neigh-
bors. The locals are your community. The lo-
cals are your lifeline.

NUMBER EIGHT: Ask for directions. You
might as well get used to the idea that you’re
going to get lost now and then. So ask for di-
rections. There’s no shame in not knowing the
way.

NUMBER SEVEN: “To thine own self be true.”
… And when you mess things up, be the first
one to step up, and own up, and do what you
can to fix what you broke.

And forgive — always forgive. Forgiveness
is not about letting the other person off the

hook; it’s not about the other person at all. It’s
about you, about the kind of person you want
to be, about how you define yourself as a moral
agent. And forgive yourself when you trip over
your own feet and fall flat on your face.

NUMBER SIX: Know what you think, but
more important, know why you think it. What
you believe is nobody’s business but your own,
but the rub is that belief guides behavior, so
knowing why you think what you think is a
precondition for knowing why you do what you
do.

NUMBER FIVE: Remember that other people
want you to take them just as seriously as you
want them to take you. If you don’t understand
your opponent’s position well enough to make
your own persuasive defense of it, at a mini-
mum that probably means you haven’t been
paying attention.

NUMBER FOUR: Take care of yourself. Hold
it in your heart that taking care of yourself is
not the same thing as being selfish. … And
there’s this one other thing that’s absolutely
essential if you want to do your best job of
taking care of yourself: never take yourself too
seriously.

NUMBER THREE: Remember that most of
the time, most of it isn’t going to make much
sense to you. But that doesn’t mean it doesn’t
make sense. Most of us spend a lot of time and

energy trying to make the math come out even.
The trouble is, the only place where the math
comes out even is in math.

NUMBER TWO: Keep your scriptures handy.
We all need scriptures. What’s good about
scriptures is that they put us in touch with the
wisdom of others who’ve gone a lot farther
down the road than we have. The scripture I
rely on most frequently is very simple, and goes
like this: “God, grant me serenity to accept the
things I cannot change, courage to change the
things I can, and wisdom to know the differ-
ence.”

NUMBER ONE: Love. Paul told the
Corinthians, there are three things that last
forever. They work together — faith, hope, and
love — each one woven through the other two
into a fabric that never tears, never wears out,
and always gives warmth and shelter. But love,
Paul said, love is the main thing.

So here I am, telling you to love. Love your-
selves. Love each other. Love this magical mys-
terious heart-breaker of a world we live in.
Love it for what it can become. But love it for
what it is too. If you choose love, you create a
center of gravity for yourself that will help you
stay balanced no matter what happens.

Yate’s address ended with a crowd-pleasing
round of the Beatle’s “All You Need Is Love.”
For the full address, see www.earlham.edu/
d o c u m e n t s / p d f / b a c c a l a u r e a t e /
2009address.pdf

To long, happy, useful,
productive and meaningful life.Top Ten Secrets

Pedestrian
Awareness
To the Editor:

A few days ago I was almost hit
by a car when crossing Fordson
Road at Piper Lane, a quiet side
street just a few blocks from my
apartment in Alexandria. It was a
weekday around 9 a.m. I had
crossed at that corner many times.
I bypassed the intersection of
Fordson Road and Lockheed Bou-
levard even though it has a traffic
light and a pedestrian crosswalk,
because I’ve come close to being
hit there many times by turning
vehicles. I also didn’t cross there
because there is no sidewalk on
the other side of that segment of
the road, and the trees and bushes
would force me to walk alongside
the curb right next to the flowing
traffic.

So that morning I crossed at my
usual corner, but not before I
looked both right and left. One car
passed on the right with no traffic
behind it. When I looked to the left
I saw a white car that just passed
the Fordson and Lockheed inter-
section a block down.

Letters
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See Update,  Page 19

By Kristen J. Amundson

Delegate (D-44)

W
e have good news to report. On May
28, we sent a letter to Virginia Secre-
tary of Transportation Pierce Homer

asking him not to proceed with VDOT’s planned
reduction of the speed limit on Route One.

In that letter, we shared with Secretary Homer
the results of many conversations with constitu-

ents, civic associations, and busi-
nesses along the highway. “Our
conversations have left us with
one overwhelming impression,”

we wrote. “Our citizens do not want the speed
limit lowered.”

Today, we are pleased to announce that VDOT
will respect the wishes of the people who live and
work here. The speed limit will remain where it
has been, at 45 mph.

Thanks to everyone who played an active role
in this issue — from Supervisors Hyland and
McKay, who convened town meetings, to Captain
David Moyer, commander of the Mt. Vernon Dis-
trict Station, who backed up our argument that
lowering the speed limit would not make the road-
way safer, to the citizens and businesses who also
made their voices heard.

We also want to update you on the progress that
has been made and is being planned along Rich-
mond Highway. The County Department of Trans-

portation has released a two-page list of intersec-
tion and walkway improvements that are either
completed, underway, or on the schedule in the
next five years. Here is just a short listing:

Projects completed:
❖ Route One widened to 6 lanes from Telegraph

Road/Old Colchester Road to Lorton Road.
❖ Intersection improvements at Route One and

Mt. Vernon Memorial Hwy.
❖ Intersection improvements at Route One and

Engleside Post Office
❖ Constructed sidewalk on the northbound side

of Route One from south of Sherwood Hall Lane
to Gum Springs Center

❖ Constructed sidewalk along the northbound
side of Route One south and north of Quander
Road.

❖ Completed the upgrade of all Route One pe-
destrian signals to countdown signals.

❖ Completed the interchange of Route One and
I-495 (a $770 million project).

Many more safety improvements are in the
works. Over the next five years, here is a partial
listing of the improvements that are planned:

❖ Intersection improvements at Route One at
Mt. Vernon Memorial Hwy./Old Mill Road-
Mulligan Road.

❖ New traffic signal and pedestrian intersec-
tion improvements at Route One and Janna Lee

Update on Road Improvements

Commentary
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YOU WANT QUALITY SERVICE
FROM A LOCAL AGENT

Chris Umbel
State Farm Agent

703-751-4404
We are open on Saturdays!

Hablamos Español
Visit Us at www.novainsure.com

State Farm Home Office Bloomington, IL State Farm.com

Auto • Home • Business • Life • Health

$2 off for a foursome
with this coupon

Expires 8/31/2009

$1 off a Jumbo Bucket
with this coupon

Expires 8/31/2009

11801 Leesburg Pike,
Herndon, VA

•Softball/Baseball Batting Cages
•Bermuda Grass Tees

•Lessons by PGA Professionals

703•430•8337
www.woodysgolf.com

Owned & Operated by
Woody Fitzhugh

 Former PGA TOUR player

From Page 8

Letters

See Letters,  Page 19

Admittedly it was a short block,
but based on my experience with
judging speed, time, and distance
I felt it was safe to cross and pro-
ceeded. Within seconds I heard a
blasting horn, and out of the cor-
ner of my eye I saw a white car
bearing down on me. I was think-
ing, “Why is the driver leaning on
the horn but not stopping?’

I froze like a deer in the head-
lights. That was uncharacteristic.
I’m quite agile and responsive. I’ve
dodged my way out of numerous
near-hit situations which I antici-
pated. This time I was caught off-
guard. I stared at the approaching
vehicle as if in a time-warp expe-
riencing it in slow-motion nano-
second segments. I was certain I
was going to be hit. I felt doomed.
The shrillness of screeching brakes
cracked the cocoonish fog in which
I found myself encased. I looked
down and saw the car a foot away
from me. One foot— it’s the clos-
est I’ve come to thinking I was
about to die.

I looked through the windshield
and saw a shaken driver who
looked more bewildered than I. As
I walked over to the driver, I was
elated to be alive. When the win-
dow rolled down I said, “You al-

most killed me. Didn’t you see
me?” The driver responded inco-
herently. But what the driver said
next angered me. “You didn’t
look.” I realized such a statement
was a natural, reflexive response
shifting, if not denying, responsi-
bility.

The driver’s statement was in-
herently contradictory. If the
driver knew I wasn’t looking when
I crossed the street, that would
mean the driver was observing me
from the moment I stepped off the

curb, in which case the driver
would have seen me earlier and
stopped sooner. How the driver got
to where I was crossing so quickly
without seeing me until at the
point of panic is something only
the driver can answer.

The next day I stood at the same
corner and timed vehicles that just
passed the intersection a block
down. Vehicles that appeared to be
abiding by the speed limit took on

June 22, 1:34 p.m.: Professional
musician Dale Jarrett performs an

afternoon concert at the Hollin Hall Senior Center.
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Snapshot

If you do not
get The
Mount Vernon
Gazette deliv-
ered to your
home…

FIRST
CLASS
MAILED
SUBSCRIP-
TIONS
are now avail-
able for the
first time with
timely postal
carrier deliv-
ery: $30 for
six months.
Help us meet
the costs of pro-
viding first-
rate community
journalism on
newsprint to
your house-
hold.

Call 703-
917-6480 or

e-mail circula
tion@connect

ionnews
papers.com
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Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

Historic Mount Vernon, the home of George Washington, salutes the
country's first commander-in-chief with a display of daytime fireworks
during its annual Independence Day event. For the first time ever, visi-
tors will be treated to smoke fireworks in patriotic colors fired during
the finale of the National Concert Band of America’s performance.  The
event also includes a naturalization ceremony for 100 new citizens
(also new this year), military reenactments, a special wreath-laying
ceremony, free birthday cake for all (while supplies last), and a visit
from the “first” first couple, “General and Mrs. Washington.”  All events
are included in regular Estate admission: adults, $15; children ages 6-
11, $7; and children under 5 are admitted free. Go to
Visit.MountVernon.org for more information.

Daytime Fireworks To Be Seen
At Mount Vernon on July 4th

ber company of retired musicians from each of the
United States Armed Services’ bands.

❖ 12:45 p.m. – 12:50 p.m.: A pyrotechnic sa-
lute to America from the home of George Washing-
ton! Watch as a colorful display of smoke fireworks
are fired over the Potomac river.

❖ 1 p.m.: Mount Vernon’s all-American birth-
day cake will be offered to visitors (while supplies
last).

❖ 1:30 p.m.: Fife and drum corps will perform
military music and drills.

❖ 2:30 p.m.: Revolutionary War military dem-
onstrations by the First Virginia Regiment take place
on the Bowling Green.

Summer Farm Life: July has always been a time
of celebration at George Washington’s farm as it marks
the beginning of the wheat harvest season.  To cel-
ebrate Washington the farmer, field hands will kick-
off the season on Independence Day with wheat-tread-
ing demonstrations at the George Washington: Pio-
neer Farmer site.  Costumed staff will lead Mount
Vernon’s horses as they tread wheat in the 16-sided
barn at 10:30 a.m., 11 a.m., 1 p.m., and 3 p.m.

Independence Day at
George Washington’s
Mount Vernon Home

Saturday, July 4 from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Schedule

❖ All day:  “General and Mrs. Washington” will
be on hand to greet and take photographs with visi-
tors.  In the Donald W. Reynolds Education Center,
visitors can cool down in the Revolutionary War
Theater where “snow” falls on the audience as Wash-
ington is crossing the Delaware River.

❖ 9:30 a.m.:  Re-enactors from the First Virginia
Regiment assemble for inspection by “General Wash-
ington” on the Bowling Green, where the Declara-
tion of Independence will be read by the First Vir-
ginia Regiment.

❖ 10 a.m.:  Visitors may join the George Wash-
ington Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolu-
tion (SAR) in a procession to George Washington’s
Tomb for a special wreath-laying ceremony.

❖ 11 a.m.:  A special Independence Day natu-
ralization ceremony for America’s 100 newest citi-
zens with the United States Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services.

❖ 12 p.m.:  The annual “Red, White and Blue
Concert” takes place featuring patriotic favorites by
the National Concert Band of America, an 80-mem-

By Ansley LaBarre

The Gazette

T
he Mount Vernon Estate hosts the annual Independence Day
celebration this Fourth of July with the mindset there is no
better place to celebrate the birth of a nation than on the
founder’s doorstep.

THE CELEBRATION begins at 8 a.m. and runs through the after-
noon.  Mount Vernon does not want participants to be discouraged
from this daytime celebration for fear of missing traditional evening
fireworks.

“Because Mount Vernon is in so many backyards, locals often don’t
think of it,” said Emily Coleman Dibella, Mount Vernon’s director of
public affairs. The schedule allows participants to come and go as they
please while making the Fourth celebration a daylong event.

The agenda includes revolutionary reenactments, a reading from the
Declaration of Independence and visits from George and Martha Wash-
ington. “When George and Martha are here together, which doesn’t
happen often throughout the year, they are rock stars. We have top
actors who know all about George and Martha and the founding of the
country,” said Dibella.

Also new to the agenda this year are the daytime fireworks, visible
through colored smoke, and a naturalization ceremony of 100 immi-
grants performed by the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services.
Dibella describes all the events of the Fourth’s celebration “moving” in
their own ways, a function of their occurrence in the historical setting.

The list of activities has appeal for all ages and Mount Vernon’s in-
tent for the celebration is to simply wish the country a “happy birth-
day.”  Mount Vernon provides an outlet to express gratitude for being
American while observing the importance of the founding of the coun-
try.  They are even providing birthday cake.

 “This is such a perfect place to celebrate the birth of our country,”
said Dibella.

The First Virginia Regiment readies a cannon on the
Bowling Green.

General Washington bows to a young visitor on Inde-
pendence Day at Mount Vernon.

Soldiers marching at Mount Vernon on Independence Day.
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Don’t Forget
Water Quality
To the Editor:

Response to Jay McConville: “It’s About
Priorities” (Letter to the Editor, June 11).

I find it refreshing to hear a candidate
for public office acknowledge the truth
about the longstanding infrastructure ne-
glect to Richmond Highway between the

beltway and Fort Belvoir.
This issue resonates with
the voters and will hope-
fully create the kind of de-
bate that in turn resonates

with VDOT, the State Assembly and the
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors.

Jay McConville saying it is time to
move beyond improved signs and signals
by citing the need for additional improve-
ments emphasizing pedestrian safety has
merit but fails to address the equally im-
portant improvements needed to replace
the archaic storm water infrastructure
system linked to the Richmond Highway
corridor that results in impaired and de-
graded streams flowing to the Potomac
River and Chesapeake Bay watershed. It
is time for conservatives to be concerned
about conservation.

Currently there is a Fairfax County Wa-
tershed Advisory Group or WAG that cov-
ers the Dogue Creek and Belle Haven wa-
tersheds both of which are impaired as a
consequence of countless acres of con-
crete and asphalt that are undeniably
evident throughout the Richmond High-
way corridor. The majority of this cumu-
lative impervious surface is under the
control of VDOT and business owners
fronting the highway. The storm water
leaving these surfaces drains into inad-
equate storm water facilities thus erod-
ing and degrading the local watersheds.

Clearly VDOT and Richmond Highway
business owners are stakeholders yet
they are essentially absent from the Wa-
tershed Advisory Group process. Citizen
homeowners also have a role in that their
residences create impermeable surfaces
that add to the damaging storm water
runoff problems in their communities.
They make up the bulk of the non-gov-
ernment stakeholders present at the
WAG meetings. Any action plan for
stream restoration which is the goal of
the WAG without engaging all of the
stakeholders will result in a shortsighted
and inadequate plan that punts the prob-
lem to future generations to pay for and
fix.

I wrote members of the Virginia del-
egation about the lack of direct involve-
ment of other key stakeholders in this
process. Delegate Amundson’s office re-
sponded back last winter with a call from
an aide stating they will look into the
expressed concerns. To date there has
been no additional response to the say
what if anything can be done to engage
these absent stakeholders. The WAG con-
tinues to meet without direct dialogue
from either VDOT or business interests
who many citizens see as major contribu-
tors to the storm water pollution issue.

Nearly 26 years ago the governors of
three states and the mayor of D.C. signed
the first Chesapeake Bay Agreement. De-
spite the pledge of efforts under volun-
tary programs, the bay is worse off to-
day than when the efforts began. In 1987
the federal government and the states
committed to reduce nitrogen and phos-
phorous, two key pollutants by 40 per-
cent by 2000. When the goals were not
reached there were no consequences.
Recently the state leaders meeting at the
Mount Vernon Estate, when confronted
with the failures agreed to postpone the
actions needed to reach the 2000 goals.
Instead a new deadline of 2025 to enact
measures that might restore the bay and
pollution reduction goals that in some
instances are weaker than former goals
were agreed upon and of course they did
not include sanctions for failing to meet
their new targets.

Once again, the states are failing to in-
stitute statewide land use controls gov-
erning development or mandatory stat-
utes for farm pollution. The lack of tough
decisions statewide and on close to home
issues such as how to fix and revitalize
Richmond Highway dooms local water-
sheds and ultimately the Chesapeake Bay.
It is time to stop postponing definitive
goals for the restoration of our water-
sheds.

I think both Delegate Amundson of the
44th House District and challenger
McConville understand the problems of
the Richmond Highway corridor traffic
and safety, the need for revitalization and
the impact of the highway on the local
watersheds and the bay. I believe they
know equally well the initiatives that are
necessary at the local and state level to
truly begin restoration improvements
and revitalization of both the highway
corridor and the adjoining watershed
environments.

I agree with Mr. McConville that Mount
Vernon deserves the same attention as
other parts of the state. We need no more
studies, promises or delays on what to
do to make Richmond Highway a better
place for citizens and businesses but let’s
not forget the environment. It makes far
more sense to address the entire scope
of improvements necessary to fix Rich-
mond Highway than just traffic and pe-
destrian issues.

It’s time to hear from both candidates
the specifics of what each proposes to do
to address these issues over the next sev-
eral years. I don’t believe the voters want
to hear yet again about postponing de-
finitive goals to a time in the future when
funding might be available or long after
the candidates will be out of office. Mr.
McConville says, “Only by working to-
gether … will we succeed.” I wish VDOT
and Richmond Highway businesses felt
the same way about working together
with the community and the Watershed
Advisory Groups for Dogue Creek and
Belle Haven Watersheds. They too are
part of the watershed.

Martin Tillett
Alexandria

Letters

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Gazette

T
he Virginia Department of Trans
portation halted construction in
three out of four “areas” of the
Capital Beltway High Occupancy

Toll [HOT] Lanes project June 22 after a
contractor failed to comply with environ-
mental regulations.

Residents and environmental advocates
have documented the failure of fences that
are supposed to prevent sediment from run-
ning into Accotink Creek and other water-
sheds after rainfall.

Contractor Capital Beltway Express LLC
is responsible for ensuring sediment con-
trol precautions are in place, according to
a June 19 letter written by Larry Cloyed,
senior project manager for the state trans-
portation department.

Photographs taken by environmentalists
show that many of the existing fences have
been overwhelmed consistently during rain-
storms over the last nine months.

A Virginia Department of Conservation
and Recreation inspection also determined
that “[Capital Beltway Express] had not
taken the necessary action to ensure envi-
ronmental compliance,” according to
Cloyed’s letter.

“When visiting these sites, I saw the sedi-
ment structures were failing consistently.
They will get washed out and water and
soil end up getting washed into the local
tributary and washed into Accotink Creek,”
said Kris Unger, an Arlington County resi-
dent who works with several local environ-
mental groups. Unger took many of the pic-

tures that document the fence failures.
The presence of additional run off raises

the water temperature and “kills off crit-
ters” in Accotink Creek. It also further
erodes the creek banks, which can cause
trees around the creek to topple, said Duane
Murphy, a Burke resident and coordinator
of Friends of Accotink.

“The reason the Chesapeake Bay is not
doing well is because of actions like this,”
said Murphy.

The additional sendiment from the con-
struction project could also end up costing
Fairfax County taxpayers money.

Lake Accotink has to be dredged approxi-
mately once every 10 years because a large
amount of silt — the equivalent of a busload
— runs into the lake every month normally.
The last dredging, which took place recently,
cost the county about $8 million, said
Murphy. If the appropriate sediment con-
trols are not put in place around the HOT
lanes project, even more sediment will flow
into Lake Accotink and it will have to be
dredged sooner than normal, said Murphy.

On June 12, the Virginia transportation
department warned Capital Beltway Ex-
press that it needed to take care of the en-
vironmental violations by June 17, when
the state performed another inspection of
the construction site. The company did not
comply so the commonwealth decided to
suspend work on the project, wrote Cloyed
in the letter to the contractor.

Capital Beltway Express will be able to
resume work when they put appropriate
environmental measures in place and pass
a state inspection scheduled for two weeks
from June 22, wrote Cloyed.

HOT Lanes Work Suspended
Contractor cited for environmental  violations.

Community

D
el. Kris Amundson (D-44) an
nounced this week that she will
not seek re-election to the General

Assembly this November because of the per-
sonal financial constraints the economic re-
cession has placed on her.

Amundson is president of her KJA Com-
munications, where she develops and writes
educational materials for school adminis-
trators, school board members, parents,
teachers and students, according to her
campaign Web site.

In a letter to constituents dated June 24,
Amundson wrote that she was leaving pub-
lic office because of a drop off in the con-
sulting services and freelance writing jobs
she uses to support herself. Since campaign-
ing is a full-time job, Amundson did not
think she would be able to focus on the elec-
tion and her business at the same time, she
wrote.

“My situation is not unlike the situation
of many other Virginia families. I know they
face choices much more challenging than
mine,” wrote Amundson in the letter.

Amundson has represented the Mount
Vernon area in the Virginia House of Del-
egates since 2000 and is the body’s current
minority whip. Before joining the General

Assembly, she served on the Fairfax County
School Board for 10 years and was presi-
dent of the Virginia School Boards Associa-
tion in 1999.

Along with Arlington County Del. Bob
Brink (D-48), Amundson also writes the
blog 7 West, which is popular with North-
ern Virginia political insiders. The Web site
can be found at www.7-west.org.

Republican James McConville and Inde-
pendent Green Glenda Parker remain can-
didates in the 44th delegate district race.
Former Fairfax County Democratic Chair
Scott Surovell has replaced Amundson as
the Democratic nominee.

To run for Amundson’s seat, Surovell re-
signed from his position as leader of the
local Democratic Party at midnight June 24.
He lives on the same street as both of his
parents and owns a house on the property
where his grandparents first built a home
in 1941.

“I have lived in Mount Vernon for all but
four years of my life. ... I think I know the
district pretty well,” said Surovell, who was
in one of the first classes to graduate from
West Potomac High School.

— Julia O’Donoghue

Amundson: No to Re-election
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Calendar

E-mail announcements to the Gazette,
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Photos and art-
work are encouraged. Deadline is Thursday at noon for
the following week’s paper. Call Steve Hibbard at 703-
917-6407 with questions.

ONGOING
The Third Annual Alexandria Film Festival is

soliciting entries from U.S. and international
filmmakers. The festival will be held Sept. 24–27
at the George Washington Memorial Masonic
Temple. This year, the Film Festival is partnering
with Withoutabox, the film industry’s premier
online service platform. To submit your film
online, visit www.withoutabox.com/login/7816.
All entries submitted through Withoutabox will
receive an additional discount. For more
information or to obtain entry forms and
submission guidelines, visit
www.alexandriafilm.org. Call 703-838-6348.

THURSDAY/JUNE 25
Music at Twilight Concert. 7:30 p.m. Features

Annie Sidley duo (Original Pop/R & B). At Fort
Ward Park (4301 W. Braddock Rd.). Call the
Special Events Hotline at 703-883-4686 or visit
www.alexandriava.gov/recreation.

Paying It Forward Day. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free
food, free chair massages, a Red Cross blood drive,
entertainment, face painting, raffles and more to
help raise awareness for Catholic Charities’ Christ
House of Alexandria. At 6295 Edsall Road in
Alexandria. Call 703-778-4444.

FRIDAY/JUNE 26
Cardinal Brass Band. 7:30-8:30 p.m. Their

musical style has been described as a mixture of
classical to jazz and Broadway to blues. At Grist
Mill Park as part of the Mt. Vernon Nights summer
concert series. At 4710 Mt. Vernon Memorial
Hwy., Alexandria. Call 703-324-SHOW (7469)
after 6 p.m. for cancellation updates. Go to
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/.

Lantern Tours. 7-10 p.m. Tour Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum (134 N. Royal St.) by candlelight with a

costumed guide and see how guests experienced
the historic tavern and hotel before electricity. $5
per person, ages 5 and up. The museum may be
closed on some occasions; call 703-838-4242.

Choralis Sings. 7 p.m. Bach’s Mass in B Minor, with
orchestra. At Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts
Center, with Gretchen Kuhrmann, Conductor/
Artistic Director. At 3001 N. Beauregard St.,
Northern Virginia Community College, Alexandria.
Tickets $25-35; students w/ ID - $5; age 12 and
under - free.  Info/tickets: www.choralis.org or
703-237-2499.

Special Workshop for Teachers. 9:30-11:30
a.m. Archaeologists and museum educators will
present a two-hour program, “Cactus Hill &
Werowocomoco: Everything You Ever Needed to
Know,” especially for teachers. At the Lyceum,
Alexandria’s History Museum, at 201 South
Washington Street in Old Town Alexandria.

SATURDAY/JUNE 27
Benefit Shopping Night. 7-9 p.m. Twenty percent

of the sales will go to the Presbytery of Eastern
Virginia’s children’s feeding program in Kinshasa,
Democratic Republic of the Congo. At Ten
Thousand Villages, 915 King Street, Old Town
Alexandria. Call 703-684-1435.

Huntington Community Festival. Noon to 6
p.m. Free. Children’s rides, games, vendors,
giveaways, food and live entertainment. Live
Performances from Pasaporte Latino, Watusi,
Spice Hayes, O.U.O. (Of Unknown Origin),
Blacksun, The Alan Palmer Group, Black L.I.O.N.,
B the B-Boy, Vocalz, Maryae, Mike the Ripper, Von
(V for Vendetta Mix Tape), Disorderly Conduct
Band, DJ Misterman, plus more to be announced.
Contact 703-960-1917, TTY 711. At Huntington
Community Center, 5751 Liberty Drive,
Alexandria.

Community Yard Sale. 7 a.m.-2 p.m. at Anthony
T. Lane Elementary School, 7137 Beulah St.
Hosted by the Alexandria Jaycees. Free. Visit
www.alexjaycees.org for more.

Del Ray Music Festival. 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Jazz,
blues, swing, folk, country, Celtic, and rock. The
majority of the musicians that will take the stage
are residents of the neighborhood as well. The

National Capital Area Affiliate of Guitars Not Guns
will be raffling off a Brazen Fantasy Standard
guitar valued at $750.  On the fields of Mount
Vernon Recreation Center, 2701 Commonwealth
Avenue.

Volunteer Training. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Volunteers
wanted at Gadsby’s Tavern Museum. At 134 North
Royal Street. Contact Michele Longo at 703-838-
4242.

Community Concert Band Festival. Noon. Free.
The National Community Concert Band Sousa
Festival will highlight three bands, at noon, 1 p.m.
and 2 p.m.: Auburn Community Band (IN);
Chatham Community Band (NJ); and Middlesex
Concert Band (MA). Each band performs a concert
featuring music of “The March King,” John Philip
Sousa, original works for concert band, featured
soloists, American music, poplar and patriotic
favorites, and a variety and upbeat music. At the
Schlesinger Concert Hall, 3001 N. Beauregard St.,
Alexandria. Go to www.musiccelebrations.com.

SUNDAY/JUNE 28
Pet Fun. 4-6 p.m. At Chateau Animaux, 101-A S.

Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria. Artist Eric
Ginsburg’s artwork will be on display. Special on
Zanadoo Treats, pet goodies. All dogs will get a
treat on the house.  Visit www.chateau-
animaux.com or call 703-518-5188.

Summer Chamber Music Series. 3 p.m. Free.
Violinist Marlisa Woody and pianist. Washington
Metropolitan Philharmonic Association. At The
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St., Alexandria.

Jazz Jam. 7 p.m. Featuring Rick Whitehead trio.
Musicians are encouraged to attend to either just
listen or to perform. At the Episcopal church of the
Resurrection, 2280 N. Beauregard St., Alexandria.
$10. A reception follows. Call 703-768-5821.

TUESDAY/JUNE 30
Hands-on-History Tent Event.  10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Explore life for children in the 1700s, both rich
and poor, slave and free at Carlyle House’s Hands-
on-History Tent Event. Free. Designed for children
ages 3-12 and their parents. At Carlyle House in
Alexandria. Call 703-549-2997.

SATURDAY/JULY 4
Organ Fireworks Concert. 10-10:45 a.m. Free.

Organist-Choirmaster Douglas A. Beck. At. St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church, 228 South Pitt Street,
Alexandria. Call 703-549-3312.

Handbell Choir Festival Concert. 7 p.m. Douglas
A. Beck, St. Paul’s Organist-Choirmaster presents
songs, audience participation and a dramatic
reading of the Declaration of Independence. At St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church, 228 South Pitt Street,
Alexandria. Call 703-549-3312.

SUNDAY/JULY 5
1759 Conversations: Establishing Gunston

Hall. 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Learn about the early days
of the historic plantation. Talk with a costumed
interpreter about George Mason’s new house and
how it was built. Included in site admission: $9, $8
seniors, $5 ages 6 to 18, younger free. Gunston
Hall Plantation, 10709 Gunston Rd., Mason Neck.
703-550-9220 or http://www.gunstonhall.org.

SATURDAY/JUNE 27
Burning Desires. 3-6 p.m. Presented by

Empowered Women International. A mixed
media exhibition and performing program
featuring 11 immigrant, refugee and American-
born women artists, all graduates of EWI’s Art
Entrepreneur Training for Success. Stained glass
Silk, Handmade silk paper. At Convergence
Gallery, 1801 N. Quaker Lane, Alexandria. From
June 4 through July 30.
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The Mount Vernon High School Class of 2009
Parent Council would like to thank the following individuals and local

businesses and organizations for supporting the Class of 2009 All Night Grad Party.

Keany Produce
Kim Muffler, Long and Foster
Herbert Hughes, DDS
Potomac Advantage
Five Guys
Woodley Hills PTA
Riverside Elementary PTA
Washington Mill Elementary PTA
Mount Vernon Band Boosters
Mt. Vernon Manor Citizens Association
Mt. Vernon on the Potomac Citizens Association
Pinewood Lake Homeowners Association

Roy Rogers
EP Mowing and Landscape
Pinto Landscaping
Mc Clary Tile
Keith Whited
Rick Dobson Construction
Mount Vernon Estates
Rent All
Vitamin Water
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Farmer
Fort Belvoir Garrison Chapel
Good Shepherd Catholic Church

We appreciate your generosity and your consideration for our students.

Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

Entertainment

Del Ray Music Festival Saturday

Main Stage 15-Minute Stage
10 a.m. Swing Command
(Swing Dance Band )

10:45 a.m. CSA (Bluegrass)
11 a.m. Sioban Quinn and Michael Bowers

(Blues/Folk) 11:45 a.m. Youth Fife and Drum Group
12 p.m.Ampersand (Rock)

12:45 p.m. TC Williams Jazz Band
1 p.m. Subtle Madness (Rock)

1:45 p.m. Steven Selman
2 p.m. Chicken Fried Swing with Karl Straub

(Swing/Rockabilly)
2:45 p.m. 24-7 Band (Rock)

3 p.m. 50 Man Machine
(Celtic Caribbean Rock) 3:45 p.m. 24-7 Band (Rock)
4 p.m. Brad Linde Ensemble (Jazz) 4:45 p.m. Celtic Society of Southern

Maryland
5 p.m. Kate Moran Band (Pop/Rock) 5:45 p.m. Celeste Starchild
6 p.m. Gulley Jimson Quartet (Rockabilly) 6:45 p.m. Tim Parks
7 p.m. David Dodd and his band Shiner (Rock) 7:45 p.m. Jeff Stapleton
8 p.m. Naked Flames (Rock) 8:45 p.m. Paul Caffrey
9 p.m. Dagmar and the Seductones (Rockabilly)

Celebrate the diversity and talent of the community
at the Third annual Del Ray Music Festival on Satur-
day, June 27. Scheduled from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. on
the Mt. Vernon Recreation Center Fields, 2701 Com-
monwealth Ave., the Del Ray Music Festival will in-
clude music, food, games, and a chance to ring in the
summer with friends and neighbors. The festival will

feature a variety of music including jazz, blues, swing,
folk, country, Celtic, and rock. The majority of the mu-
sicians that will take the stage are residents of the neigh-
borhood as well — something that makes this an extra
special show for the performers. Visit the Web site at
www.delraymusicfestival.com or email
info@delraymusicfestival.com.
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Sports

By Ansley LaBarre

The Gazette

G
reen swim caps were barely vis-
ible under the mounting wave
in the center of Mount Vernon
Park’s lap pool. The entire sum-

mer swim team gathered in the center of
the lane lines to yell one last cheer before
the final event of the meet. The continual
displays of spirit not only got the summer
swim season off to an enthusiastic start, it
also pushed Mount Vernon Park to an open-
ing weekend victory over Ravensworth
Farm, 227.5-174.5.

While the rainy weather may have been
less than ideal Saturday morning at Mount
Vernon area pools, nothing could dampen
the spirit of swimmers celebrating the start
of the Northern Virginia Swim League
season.ºParents sported umbrellas and pon-
chos as swimmers, inevitably wet with or
without the rain, raced on.

Now in its 43rd year of existence, the NVSL
provides an outlet each summer for the
area’s youth to compete in the pool.

“Meets are my favorite part because I see
a lot of friends,” said nine-year-old Willie
Nye of Mount Vernon Park. “And you show
how fast and hard you worked, and hope-
fully win.”

The competitive swimming circuits of the
winter may be top notch around here —
Maryland-based programs Rockville Mont-
gomery Swim Club and Curl Burke are the
No. 1 and 2 ranked club teams, respectively,
in the entire country — but ask any swim-
mer and they’ll say their love for the sport
was born in the summer, in less-pressurized
atmospheres like the NVSL.

Because most importantly, summer swim
season reunites a family of sorts, the kind

that has been built on a
ritual of fast swimming,
encouragement, and fun
each weekend over many
years.

“I love cheering for the
team because we all
come together and it’s
the spirit of swimming in
you,” said Cameron
McNutt of the Hollin
Meadows team.

Although Hollin Mead-
ows lost their first meet
to opponent Riverside
Gardens, 204-163, swim-
mers like six-year veteran
Zoe Riviere sat through
the rain to show her sup-
port. Old and young alike
kept meet officials busy
as they jumped up and
down on the pool deck to
cheer on their fellow Bar-
racudas.

Lauren Crow, an assistant coach at Hollin
Meadows, acknowledges the social impor-
tance of the team to its members.

“It keeps them busy, it keeps them out of
trouble,” said Crow. The 19-year-old coach
notices how her swimmers make new
friends outside of the school environment,
a reason many join the league to begin with
and keep coming back.

“I always get to see new people during
the summer,” said eight-year-old Alex Innis
of Hollin Meadows after swimming her two
events of the day.

Coaches like Crow will balance this so-
cial aspect with competition through vari-
ous events during the season. Weekly Fri-
day pep rallies allow team members to get

a little wild with demonstrations of team
spirit. Even in the height of a meet’s com-
petition, face paint and costumes like
Crow’s tribal headdress decorate the pool
decks in a demonstration of team loyalty.

The coaches’ social efforts make an im-
pact on their swimmers. Maddy Howe, an
eight-year-old swimmer for Mount Vernon
Park said, “I love the practices because they
are always really fun with the coaches.”

Despite rainy weather, opening weekend brings
enthusiasm, excitement about new season.

School’s Out, NVSL Now in Session

Mount Vernon Park swimmers gather in the center of their pool for a team cheer
before the final relay events of Saturday’s meet against Ravensworth Farm.

Children ranging in ages from eight to 18
competed in last Saturday’s meets, but some
are as young as five when they join the
team. No matter what age, though, swim-
mers like Riverside Garden’s Gen Kobayashi
will continue to look forward to Saturday
meets, a tradition that is alive and kicking
in this area.

“I keep coming back with my team, I grew
up with it,” said Kobayashi, an 18-year-old.

John Stout, 11, of the Hollin Meadows swim team competes in the men’s
50 meter breaststroke in Saturday’s meet against Riverside Gardens.

Coaches play an important role during the summer swim season by
integrated fun with competition. “Coach Ron” of Hollin Meadows tracks
his swimmers’ events while displaying his own team spirit.
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Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Mark Giannotto

703-917-6409 or mgiannotto@connectionnewspapers.com
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• Replace with Original 400 SERIES Andersen Windows
• Entire Window Frame, Sill & Trim Replacement
• Tilt-Easy Cleaning
• High-Performing Glass
• Maintenance-Free Fibrex Sills
• Grille Options Available

Andersen Warranty • Professional Installation • Free Estimate

POST BUILDERS, INC • 703-780-1051

Come home to Andersen©

From Page 8

From Page 9

Letters

See Letters,  Page 22

Avenue.
❖ Pedestrian intersection and bus stop improve-

ments at Route One and North/South Kings Hwy.
❖ Pedestrian intersection and bus stop improve-

ments at Route One and Belford Drive South.
❖ Pedestrian intersection and bus stop improve-

ments at Route One and Ladson Lane.
❖ Pedestrian intersection and bus stop improve-

ments at Route One and Mohawk Lane.
❖ Pedestrian intersection and bus stop improve-

ments at Route One and Frye Road.
❖ Pedestrian intersection and bus stop improve-

ments at Route One and Lukens Lane.
❖ Pedestrian intersection and bus stop improve-

ments at Route One and Mt. Vernon Hwy.
You can see the full listing of Route One trans-

portation projects completed and planned on our
Web sites (www.amundson.org,
www.marksickles.com, and www.toddy.org). It is
significant that these Route One improvements are
taking place in these difficult budget times — the
Virginia Department of Transportation has cut its
budget by $3.7 billion since 2007. VDOT is in the
process of laying off up to 1,000 employees, shut-
ting down local field offices and closing 19 rest
areas next week (on July 1).

It is political gridlock that has prevented funds
for a longer term fix. We need make sure Route
One is ready to go when the General Assembly
passes a transportation bill.

Update on Road Improvements

average 10 seconds to reach the
point where I had crossed the day
before. Ten seconds was ample
time for me to step off the curb,
cross the first lane, proceed across
the second lane, and arrive safely
on the sidewalk.

Later I thought had I been killed
the driver probably would have
suffered no legal or financial con-
sequences. I imagined the driver
saying to the police, “He just
walked out into the street without
looking. I didn’t have time to stop.”
There were no witnesses. It would
have been the driver’s word
against the eternal silence of a
dead man. I would have left this
world a defenseless victim
shrouded in a lie.

I hope the driver has nightmares
about this incident not because I’m
vindictive, but because it may sear
into the driver’s memory the mak-
ings of a near-fatal accident. I sus-
pect the driver will now be more
attentive while at the wheel, hope-
fully more aware of pedestrians.
But I must also fault myself. Just
days before I had thought about
developing a routine when cross-
ing a street. I would not only look
right and left when proceeding to
cross, but I would continue to scan
back and forth as I crossed the
street until I reached the other
side. Had I done so that morning I
would have seen the car before the
driver saw me and avoided a near-
death experience.

What I learned from this fright-
ful encounter is that I was too con-
fident and carefree. Long ago I
realized that crossing even at a
pedestrian crosswalk with the
walk light in my favor is no guar-
antee that an errant driver won’t
hit me. It’s all about being a de-
fensive pedestrian just like the
safety campaign I remember about
being a defensive driver. While
Metro has a campaign aimed at
pedestrians to avoid being hit by

vehicles, I haven’t seen a counter-
part campaign aimed at drivers to
increase their awareness of pedes-
trians.

It’s been my experience that nine
out of 10 drivers are not “pedes-
trian aware.” One of the best ex-
amples is crossing an intersection
while a vehicle is positioned to
turn right on red. Invariably the
driver is totally focused on the traf-
fic coming from the left, so much
so that the driver doesn’t look right
as the turn is executed. I’ve come
so close to being run over in such
situations that now I cross behind,
not in front of, such vehicles.

I’ve discovered that drivers gen-
erally are not looking for pedes-
trians, not thinking about pedes-
trians, not expecting to see pedes-
trians; and when they do they are
surprised, shocked, and sometimes
angered. Just a half-hour after al-
most being killed that morning, I
crossed an intersection in front of
a shopping center. There were
three lanes of traffic. The first two
were at a standstill because they
faced a red light. The third lane
was the right turn on red lane. As
I walked across the broad white
bars of the pedestrian crosswalk,
I looked to the right and saw a
white pickup truck barreling down
the empty lane. I was sure the
driver expected to breeze through
the intersection, tap the break, and
turn right. So I stopped. Just then
the driver saw me and slammed
on the brakes with a look of sur-
prise and chagrin.

Over the years I’ve had drivers
yell at me for showing up in in-
convenient places for them. I’ve
had drivers about to turn right
snarl at me because I proceeded
to walk when I had the walk light
which meant they had to wait. I’ve
had drivers scream out the win-
dow, “Stay on the sidewalk,” when
I was crossing intersections that
had signage commanding drivers
to yield to pedestrians at the risk
of a $300 fine.

I suspect that a lot of drivers
approach driving too routinely, too
casually. Their mindset is not one
of anticipating problems, so they
drive along with an “everything is
OK attitude” and when confronted
with a problem they can’t respond
well which results in an accident.
I also suspect, and in my case
know, that pedestrians also can be
too routinely casual in maneuver-
ing through vehicular traffic for-
getting that as a pedestrian you
can never be too careful.

My recent brush with death was
a wakeup call for me to be a more
defensive pedestrian, but I also
hope it was a siren blast for the
driver that almost ended my life
because that morning the driver
was daydreaming, distracted, or
just so laidback in handling what
could be a lethal weapon that the
seriousness of the situation was
strategically diminished to the
point where a drive to work and a
walk to McDonald’s was on a col-
lision course that could have
proved fatal for me and life-alter-
ing for the driver.

James M. Mataya
Alexandria

Costly Summer
To the Editor:

I am a student at a local high
school that has been wondering
about the current summer school
program. In the past years the
summer school program was free
to those who passed the SOL but
failed the class. Now the program
is costing the student’s family’s
hundreds of dollars. I think that
the change is not beneficial to
those who don’t have the money
necessary to pay for said summer
school. Even in the economic times
we are in now I believe that mak-
ing a change back to the way it
was done the last few years would
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HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

101 Computers

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

Waterfront without
crossing Bay Bridge.

St. Mary’s County, MD
$299,000

Completely
renovated in 2005 with
dock. Owner licensed

real estate agent.
14511 E Way Drive, Scotland, MD

Call Elda Branham (301) 502-2161
RE/MAX 100,  23076 Three Notch Rd., California, MD 20619

www.ScotlandBay.com

4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale

• Great Pay!
• FT/PT

Summer
Schedules

• Sales/Service

• No Exp.
Necessary

• All Ages 17+
• Conditions

Apply

703-359-7600

COLLEGE STUDENTS
& 09 H.S. GRADS

FULL-TIME AUDITOR

Chaconas and Wilson, P.C., an estab-
lished DC CPA firm located two blocks 
from Foggy Bottom Metro, seeks 2-3 
year audit professional to add to audit 
practice. CPA license is required. Com-
petitive compensation and benefit pack-
ages. E-mail your resume to info@cha-
conas.com or fax to (202) 452-0881.

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

FREE TRAINING AND TUITION
Real Estate Classes Now Forming!

Join our elite team and receive the best training, technology,
and marketing as well as a full package of Real Estate services.

We are committed to our agents so you can work hard for
your clients and produce more business with higher earnings.

Be Your Own Boss Today!!
For free information call Maxine @ 703-836-1464

PT Medical Front Desk 

Alexandria/Arlington
Multi task and some billing.  Must have 
medical office experience.  Nice office. 

Call 301-469-7211

Secretary Wanted
Experience with Computers and Data-
basing.   Good  Customer  Service   Skills
Fax Resume to 703-360-5439 or email 
to info@ploutispainting.com

SECURITY SALES

Vector Security, Inc., the nation’s largest 
privately owned electronic security company 
is expanding its residential operations in the 
northern Virginia area.  Currently seeking an 
experienced residential security consultant 
to fill immediate openings for selling alarm 
systems to homeowners.  Offering excellent 
pay and company benefits.  For a confiden-
tial interview please call 1-703-360-1900 or 
fax resume to 703-780-3372.  E.O.E.

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

WESTWOOD COLLEGE
Earn a bachelor degree in just three years at 

Westwood College
Call 877-852-9712 today to receive your 

free Career Success Kit!
www.westwood.edu/locations

CAREER  EDUCATION

Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
Email internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

CLASSIF
IED

NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS
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21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Public Notice Pursuant to the 
Voluntary Remediation Program 

At 4109-4125 Mt. Vernon Avenue (VRP00472)

Property Address: 4109, 4115, 4121 & 4125 Mt. Vernon Ave-
nue

Alexandria, VA 22305

Tax Map Numbers: 007.01-02-19, 007.01-02-20, 007.01-02-
21, 007.01-02-22

VRP Applicant/Owner: City of Alexandria 

The City of Alexandria enrolled the Site in the Virginia Volunta-
ry Remediation Program (VRP) administered by the Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality (VDEQ). This notice is to fulfill 
the public participation requirement (9 VAC 20-160-120 (A) (3)) 
of that program. Remediation has been implemented and the 
participant is in the process of submitting the results to the 
VRP. Any questions or comments about the remediation of the 
Site are welcome during the 30 day public comment period. 

Description of Remediation/Nature of Release/Proposed 
Land Use Control: The environmental impact on the proper-
ties is presumed to be a result of releases from the Site’s his-
toric uses in combination with fill material imported in the 
1950’s. Former Site uses include a retail paint store, gas sta-
tion and dry cleaner. Site investigations found reportable con-
centrations of lead, petroleum hydrocarbons and chlorinated 
solvents in the groundwater and reportable levels of arsenic in 
the soil. A total of 55 tons of impacted soil was excavated and 
disposed of off-site. Air testing at 4109 Mt. Vernon Avenue 
confirmed no adverse impacts to indoor air quality. A ground-
water deed restriction will be placed on the properties to pro-
hibit use of groundwater. 

Contact for Additional Information or to Submit Com-
ments: To comment or request additional information regard-
ing this Site contact Daniel Imig at The City of Alexandria, Of-
fice of Environmental Quality, City Hall, 301 King Street, Room 
3000, Alexandria, VA 22314, 703-746-4070, daniel.imig@alex-
andriava.gov

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

12 Commercial Lease

OFFICE for RENT: 
950 sf, Fairlington Office 
Park, Arl./Alex., asking 

$1,267/mo. No brokerage 
fee. Ronald McCallum, 

Soester Commercial Prop-
erties. (703) 508-3657.

www.ronaldmccallum.com.

15 Getaways

Looking for a vacation 
or summer retreat?

Stay along the Chesapeake 
Bay – come to the Tides Inn 
in Irvington, Virginia. Great 
location for family gather-
ings/reunions, weddings, 
anniversary celebrations 

and association events. We 
might be closer than you 

think! Take a look at: 
www.tidesinn.com. Call Ally 

Ward at: 804.438.4415 – 
ask about our “Family 

Summer Sizzler” package

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

HUGE yard sale, Lots of tools, 
toys, kids clothes, much more! 
Nr Waynewood school, 1120 
Priscilla Lane 6/27, 8am-3pm

Old Town 
Neighborhood Yard Sale

Antiques, collectibles, furn, 
h/h items. In parking lot 
across from Christ Church 
on Cameron St, bet. 200 
block of N Washington, & 
200 of N Columbus St.  

Sat 6/27  9am-2pm

Sat. 6/27 10-2
209 Vassar Place 

(Clover sub div)
Rained out on 6/20

Many prices reduced, 
new items too

28 Yard Sales

28 Yard Sales

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs & Remodeling:

Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHomeImprovement.com

No Job too Small

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs & Remodeling:

Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHomeImprovement.com

No Job too Small

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

TAYLOR HANDYMAN
Over 15 yrs Exp .......Lic & Ins

Gutter repair, wood fencing, 
deck restoration 

pressure washing, landscaping, 
bathroom caulking, vinyl floors, 

minor electrical, minor plumbing, 
general repairs & more 

703-780-4181

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Appliance Removal
Junk, Brush

• Same Day Service •
• Reasonable Prices •

Free Estimates • Need Dirt?
703-652-4069 • 703-517-2657

Hauling ••••••

HAULING HAULING

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

MMAARRGGAARR IITTAA’’SS

CCLLEEAANNIINNGG  SSEERRVVIICCEE
Residential &Commercial

Independently Owned
& Operated

Good Refs   Free Estimates

703-768-2130
LIC INS

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

703-862-5904 or
703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CARE_MORE
CLEANING
SOLUTIONS

CLEANING CLEANING

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

CLASSIF
IED

NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS
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From Page 19

Letters

help students make better headway to a
better future with many more opportuni-
ties.

Daniel Carriker
Alexandria

Why Lack
Of Respect?
To the Editor:

My wife and I attended the 2009 Mount
Vernon High School graduation ceremony
and it was an incredible event. As a 1978
graduate of Mount Vernon High and with my
oldest daughter in the MVHS class of 2010 it
was an experience that brought back many
fond memories of my years at Mount Vernon.
One of the administrators was in attendance
for the ceremony who was at Mount Venron
when I was a student and that added to the
event for me on even a more personal level.

The one thing that sticks in my mind, how-
ever, was something that occurred during the
opening part of the graduation ceremony.
The Mount Vernon Field House was filled to
capacity and when it came time for the pre-
sentation of the United States Flag, a recita-
tion of the Pledge of Allegience and a sing-
ing of the National Anthem, I was saddend
to the core during this part of the program.
Througout this portion of the ceremony,
there was hooting, hollering, whistling and
otherwise a disgraceful display of utter dis-
respect on the part of many in the audience.
You could not hear the singing of our Na-
tional Anthem by the Mount Vernon Madri-
gals and the noise was overpowering during
the Pledge of Allegience. What truly sad-
dened me was that the absolute majority of
this disrespect came from the young people
in the audience. I could not help but ask
myself if this is an isolated event or has our
society become so loath to display any sort
of patriotism or respect for our country as
was so demonstrated by our young citizens?

Normally, I would not feel so bad about
something that I would write about it, but
this really bothered me. I feel that our coun-
try is changing and not for the better. For
such a disrespectful display represents to
me where we are as a society and where
we are headed as a nation.

When our young people become so de-
sensitized to what living in this country rep-
resents and that of the sacrifices of our fa-
thers before us to make is so is even more
disturbing. We now have a society who ex-

pects everything to be handed to them and
they care nothing about who pays the bill.
We have a government that is slowly de-
grading our liberties and many of us cel-
ebrate and support this erosion. We have a
government who is more concerned with
taxing anything and everything in order to
maintain their power base that is a grow-
ing block of consumers and not producers.

We have a President who travels the world
blaming America for the ills of the world,
when I blame America for the ills of our
government and the President who now
heads it.

When a group of young people cannot
even maintain decorum long enough to sa-
lute the country that they now expect will
hand them everything from cradle to grave,
it shows the level to which the arrogant ig-
norance of our society has grown. Well, there
are a few of us who still revere this country
and the foundation upon which it was built.
We do not blame the United States for the
ills of the world, but give thanks to God for
the United States where we can live and not
suffer the ills of the world.

You have elected leaders who are going
to tax us all into poverty using excuses like
the global warming myth, free healthcare,
free retirement and on and on and on. What
would President Kennedy say? Did he not
remind us to “Ask not what your country
can do for you, ask what you can do for
your country?”

America, you voted for change, but you
had no clue what change you voted for. The
events at the Mount Vernon High School
graduation ceremony were inspiring except
for the part I described. I have to wonder
what United States is the class of 2009 in-
heriting. One of the American Dream of
making it big, or one of making it big but
just not too big because that won’t be fair
and the govermnent will have to step in and
take some of it away from you and “spread
the wealth” around. In a way I fear what
my daughters will face as a result of all the
“change” going on, but one thing I have
tried to instill in them both is that the United
States of America is a blessing and to be
thankful for each and every day you live
here. At least they have something that
seems to be a rarity today: Respect for their
country and those who fought and died for
the flag that went almost unnoticed last
week at their graduation ceremony.

Garry A. Scutt
Alexandria

Me & My Dad
Jay McConville of Mount
Vernon with his three
children (from left):
Colin McConville, 17,
West Potomac; Jake
McConville, 19, Radford
University; and Katelyn
McConville, 13, Carl
Sandburg Middle School.

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

SUMMER SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

S &A PAINTING
& HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior/Exterior • Custom Paint
Power Washing • Deck Sealing

Free Estimates Lowest Prices
VA Licensed – Insured

703-495-0594,  929-9495
SA.Painting@gmail.com

Mention this ad receive 10% off

PAINTING PAINTING

Residential & Commercial Roofing Expert

Full Service Roofing Company
Repair • Refurbish • Replace

All Major Roof Types
703-455-Roof (7663)

Call today for your Free Estimate Lic. & Ins.

ROOFING ROOFING

Painting,
Wallpaper Hanging, Removal & Repair

Over 20 years exp.!
Free Estimates! Prompt Service!

Excellent Refs.!
703-425-3200
Licensed, Insured, & Bonded!

FEMALE OWNED & OPERATED

WALLPAPERING WALLPAPERING

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

SUMMER
CLEAN-UP

Yard Work, Trees & Shrubs
Trimmed/Removed!
Mulching, Hauling,
Gutter Cleaning, etc.
Free estimates!
703-385-3338

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

DrainageMan
• Specialize land drainage issues
• 18 Yrs. water management
• Design, construction, plants, care
• Free estimates

703.329.1908
LandiScapes Inc. - Lic./Bonded/Ins.

The

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

LAWN SERVICE

MOWING
Reas. rates

703-362-
8777

PLUMBING

★★★★★★
Veterans 
Plumbing

No job too small

703-299-4999

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

CHARLES 
TREE SERVICE

10% off with ad
Tree Service, Mulching, 

Edging
Seasoned Firewood 

delivered
Lic. & Ins! 

540-829-9917

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Lot Land Clearing

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

HAULING

HAULING

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Cascades

Herndon

Reston
Dulles
Airport

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean

Ashburn
Sterling

South
Riding

1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

Lansdowne

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill
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♦ Real Estate
♦ Mortgage

♦ Closing Services
♦ Insurance

703-360-7400
www.weichert.com

8301 Richmond Highway, Alexandria, VA 22309

YACHT HAVEN                                              $659,900
PICTURE PERFECT

Stunning custom built home on secluded .5 ac lot. Attractive foyer with cir-
cular stairs; large rooms & hardwoods throughout, master suite with covered
deck overlooking enchanting garden. Numerous updates including
kitchen. Finished walk-up lower level. 2-car garage. Dir: From Mt
Vernon, Rt 235 W, L Forest Haven, R Tarpon, R, Coral, R Reef Ct.
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CALL HEIDI KABLER 703-850-2558 or 703-360-7400

Call for information about licensing.

CALL HEIDI KABLER 703-850-2558 or 703-360-7400

Alex. South $160,000
Sequoyah’s Best

Completely remodeled, better than new with all new kitchen featuring
granite counters & ceramic flooring.  NEW custom tile baths, custom
crown molding & brand new carpet.  3 Bedrooms /
2.5 Baths / 2 levels.

CALL JOYCE CLEVENGER  703-851-6929 or 703-780-4012
View listing on www.homesdatabase.com/joyceclevenger

Alexandria/Mount Vernon  $449,500
OUTSTANDING VALUE

Quality upgraded, move in ready. Acres of Fairfax County woods and wetlands abut
this property. Gourmet kitchen with gas Jenn-Aire cook top & Jenn-Aire double con-
vection ovens. Granite countertops. Four bedrooms, 3 full baths, family room w/gas
fireplace. Dir: South on GW Parkway to Mount Vernon Mansion, Sharp
right turn on #235 at Stop Sign, right on Battersea to 3031 on right.

CALL JOYCE CLEVENGER  703-780-4012
View listing on www.homesdatabase.com/joyceclevenger

MOUNT VERNON FOREST TWO OPEN HOUSES, Sun 1-4
9115 CONTINENTAL DRIVE, $545,000
Estate Sale – take a look at this spacious 4 bedroom, 3 bath house priced to accommodate new owner’s redecorating
choices.

9119 CONTINENTAL DRIVE, $589,000
Just move in, 4/5 bedroom, 3 bath Colonial Style Split Foyer with stunning 20x20  lst floor family room,
two car garage, lower level den with brick hearth fireplace.

Dir:  From Mt Vernon Mansion take 235 W , L on Cherrytree Dr, R Continental Dr to 9115 & 9119 on left.
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From Page 1

the power of community resis-
tance in the face of bureaucracy.
The drama began when VDOT
conducted a 2005 “safety study”
that issued 400 recommendations
for improved safety in the Route
One corridor. Because the
stretch between the Capital
Beltway and Fort Belvior had a
higher collision rate than any
other corridor in the common-
wealth, the study recom-
mended that its speed limit be
changed from 45 miles an hour
to 35 miles an hour.

“Traffic accidents have de-
creased in recent years, which
is not attributable to a reduction
in the speed limit,” wrote Fairfax
County Supervisors Gerald Hyland
and Jeffrey McKay in a joint board
matter dated February 2008. “An
analysis of accidents on Richmond
Highway done by the Fairfax
County Police Department shows
the primary cause of crashes are
due to failures to yield the right of
way followed by a failure to main-
tain proper control of the vehicle.”

Nevertheless, VDOT decided to
move foreword with its recom-
mendation to lower the speed limit
even though officials had not con-
sulted with local elected officials,
civic groups or community resi-
dents. For many in Mount Vernon,
this development was interpreted
as an attempt on the part of VDOT
to abrogate its responsibility to en-
gineer and invest in the infrastruc-
ture improvements necessary to fix
Richmond Highway.

“I’m not going to let VDOT wash
their hands of making the neces-
sary improvements to Route One
by making a few sign changes,”
said McKay in a January 2009 in-
terview. “They haven’t made the
necessary contacts with all the in-
terested parties.”

BUT TRANSPORTATION offi-
cials held their ground, defending
the change as necessary to im-
prove public safety. In late Janu-
ary, District Administrator Morteza
Salehi sent a letter to Hyland and
McKay citing an analysis that
showed a nine-mile stretch of
Richmond Highway from Beltway
to Belvoir experienced an average
of 95 injury or fatal crashes per
mile during a recent three-year
period. Lowering the speed limit,
he said, was a responsible reaction
to the analysis.

“While we can not guarantee
that reducing the speed limit
would solve all the operational

and safety issues, it is the
professional opinion of our
traffic engineering staff and
consultants, based on avail-
able research, a lower speed
limit will result in a more
orderly flow of traffic,”
wrote Salehi.

Meanwhile, opposition to
the change continued to
mount. When the General
Assembly session ended,
Puller summoned VDOT of-
ficials and several elected
leaders to her house to deter-
mine the best course of ac-
tion. The politicians were
adamant that if VDOT in-
sisted on moving forward
with the speed-limit change,
the department must conduct
public meetings to hear from
community members. The
outreach effort culminated in
a May 28 meeting at the
Mount Vernon Governmental
Center in which opposition
was virtually unanimous.

“Things started to change
when there was pushback
from the community,” said
Hyland. “The bottom line is
that speed is not the pre-
dominant factor is causing
those accidents.”

WHEN THE COMMU-
NITY was allowed to provide
input, speaker after speaker
opposed the plan. Many said
congestion on this stretch of
the highway was so bad that
that motorists couldn’t even
speed if they wanted to. One
study showed that the aver-
age speed for the area in
question was 37 miles an
hour. When the Mount
Vernon police captain in
charge of patrolling Rich-
mond Highway publicly op-
posed the planned speed-
limit change, momentum be-
gan moving against VDOT.

“I would have been will-
ing to consider this,” said
Sickles. “But VDOT was
never able to produce con-
vincing evidence that this
would help anything.”

Public Wins Hold on
Speed Limit Change

“Things started to
change when there
was pushback from

the community.”
— Supervisor Gerald Hyland


